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SPANISH LANGUAGES

Memorandum of the Secretariat

1. Article 17(1) of the Madrid Agreement Concerning the International Registration of
Marks (Stockholm (1967) Act) provides as follows:

“(1)(a)  This Act shall be signed in a single copy in the French language and shall be
deposited with the Government of Sweden.

“ (b)  Official texts shall be established by the Director General, after consultation with
the interested Governments, in such other languages as the Assembly may designate.”

2. While unofficial texts of the Madrid Agreement exist in the English, Arabic, Chinese,
German, Italian, Portuguese, Russian and Spanish languages, these languages have never been
designated by the Assembly of the Madrid Union as languages in which official texts of the
Madrid Agreement shall be established, whereas the Madrid Protocol Relating to the Madrid
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Agreement has been signed in English, French and Spanish and specifies the other above-
mentioned languages, as well as Japanese, as languages in which official texts of the Madrid
Protocol shall be established (Article 16(1) of the Madrid Protocol).  The Director General of
WIPO proposes, if the Assembly of the Madrid Union agrees, to establish, in consultation
with the interested Governments, official texts of the Madrid Agreement in the English,
Arabic, Chinese, German, Italian, Portuguese, Russian and Spanish languages using the
existing unofficial texts as a basis.

3. The Assembly of the Madrid Union is
invited to designate, for the purposes of
Article 17(1)(b) of the Madrid Agreement,
English, Arabic, Chinese, German, Italian,
Portuguese, Russian and Spanish as
languages in which official texts of the
Madrid Agreement shall be established.
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