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Vienna Agreement Establishing an International Classification of the Figurative
Elements of Marks:"")
Final Texts of Proposed Amendments

Noteson Article 7
7.01 The proposed revisions mirror those for the corresponding text in the Paris Convention

and the Berne Convention. They seek to implement the recommendation on annual
periodicity for the ordinary sessions of the Assemblies.

Article 7 of the Vienna Agreement
Assembly of the Special Union

(...)

4 @ The Assembly shall meet once in every second calendar year in
ordinary session upon convocation by the Director General and, in the absence of
exceptional circumstances, during the same period and at the same place as the Genera
Assembly of the Organization.

(b) The Assembly shall meet in extraordinary session upon convocation by the
Director General, at the request of one-fourth of the countries members of the
Assembly.

(c) Theagenda of each session shall be prepared by the Director General.
(-...)
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Article7
Assembly of the Special Union

[Proposed Amendment to Article 7]

(..)

(4) (a) The Assembly shall meet once (----) every (----) calendar year in ordinary
session upon convocation by the Director General and, in the absence of exceptional
circumstances, during the same period and at the same place as the General Assembly of the
Organization.

(b) The Assembly shall meet in extraordinary session upon convocation by the
Director General, at the request of one-fourth of the countries members of the

Assembly.

(c) Theagendaof each session shall be prepared by the Director General.

()

[End of Proposed Amendment to Article 7]
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Noteson Article9

9.01 The suggested amendments to Article 9(1) correspond to those proposed for Article
16(1) of the Paris Convention and Article 25(1) of the Berne Convention in respect of the
requirement that the income and expenses of the Union shall be reflected in the budget of the
Organization in afair and transparent manner (see also corresponding Notes on Article 16 of
the Paris Convention and Article 25 of the Berne Convention).

9.02 The suggested amendments in respect of Article 9(2) and (3) also correspond to those
proposed for Article 16(2) and (3) of the Paris Convention and Article 25(2) and (3) of the
Berne Convention (see al so corresponding Notes on Article 16(2) and (3) of the Paris
Convention and Article 25(2) and (3) of the Berne Convention).

Article 9 of the Vienna Agreement
Finances
(1) (@ The Specia Union shall have a budget.

(b) The budget of the Special Union shall include the income and expenses proper
to the Special Union, its contribution to the budget of expenses common to the Unions
administered by the Organization and, where applicable, the sum made available to the
budget of the Conference of the Organization.

(c) Expenses not attributable exclusively to the Special Union but also to one or
more other Unions administered by the Organization shall be considered as expenses
common to the Unions. The share of the Special Union in such common expenses shall
be in proportion to the interest the Special Union has in them.

(2) Thebudget of the Special Union shall be established with due regard to the
regquirements of coordination with the budgets of the other Unions administered by the
Organization.

(3 Thebudget of the Special Union shall be financed from the following sources:

(i)  contributions of the countries of the Special Union;

(i) feesand charges due for services rendered by the International Bureau in relation
to the Special Union;

(ili) saeof, or royalties on, the publications of the International Bureau concerning the
Specia Union;

(iv) gifts, bequests and subventions;
(v) rents, interests and other miscellaneous income.

[continues]
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Article9

Finances

[Proposed Amendment to Article 9]

@M@ ()

(b) The (----) income and expenses of the Specia Union (----) shall bereflected in

the budget of the Organization in a fair and transparent manner.

© (=)

@ ()

(3 Theincome of the Special Union shall be derived from the following sources:
(i)  contributions of the countries of the Special Union;

(i) feesand charges due for services rendered by the International Bureau (----);
(ili) saeof, or royalties on, the publications of the International Bureau (----);

(iv) gifts, bequests, and subventions,

(v) rents, interests, and other miscellaneous income.

[Proposed Amendment to Article 9 continues]
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[Notes on Article 9, continued]

9.03 The proposed revisions mirror those for the corresponding text in the Paris Convention
and the Berne Convention in respect of the unitary contribution system and changesin
contribution classes.

9.04 Article9(4)(e) contains a proposed modification which corresponds to that proposed for
Article 16(4)(f) of the Paris Convention. The proposed amendment reflects the fact that the
income and expenses of the Vienna Union are presented in the same document as the Program
and Budget of the Organization and the Unions administered by WIPO.

Article9 of the Vienna Agreement
[continued]

4) (@ For the purpose of establishing its contribution referred to in paragraph
(3)(i), each country of the Specia Union shall belong to the same class asit belongsto
in the Paris Union for the Protection of Industrial Property, and shall pay its annual
contribution on the basis of the same number of units asis fixed for that classin that
Union.

(b) The annual contribution of each country of the Special Union shall be an
amount in the same proportion to the total sum to be contributed to the budget of the
Special Union by all countries as the number of its unitsisto the total of the units of all
contributing countries.

(c) Contributions shall become due on the first of January of each year.

(d) A country which isin arrears in the payment of its contributions may not
exercise itsright to vote in any organ of the Special Union if the amount of its arrears
equals or exceeds the amount of the contributions due from it for the preceding two full
years. However, any organ of the Special Union may allow such a country to

continue to exercise itsright to vote in that organ if, and aslong as, it is satisfied that the
delay in payment is due to exceptional and unavoidabl e circumstances.

(e) If the budget is not adopted before the beginning of a new financia period, it

shall be at the same level asthe budget of the previous year, as provided in the financia
regulations.

(...)
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[Proposed Amendment to Article 9, continued]

(4) (@ Forthepurpose of establishing its contribution (----), each country of the
Specia Union shall belong to the same class asit belongsto in the Paris Union for the
Protection of Industrial Property, and shall pay its annual contribution on the basis of the

number of units assigned to that class (----).

(b) Theannua contribution of each country of the Special Union shall be an amount
in the same proportion to the total sum to be contributed to the budget of the Organization by

all countries as the number of its unitsisto the total of the units of all contributing countries.

(c) Contributions shall become due on thefirst of January of each year.

(d) A country which isin arrears in the payment of its contributions may not
exercise itsright to vote in any organ of the Special Union if the amount of its arrears
equals or exceeds the amount of the contributions due from it for the preceding two full
years. However, any organ of the Special Union may allow such a country to continue
to exerciseitsright to vote in that organ if, and aslong as, it is satisfied that the delay in
payment is due to exceptional and unavoidable circumstances.

(e) If the budget of the Organization is not adopted before the beginning of a new
financia period, (----) the income and expenses of the Special Union shall be at the same
level as (----) they were in the previous year, as provided in the financial regulations.

()
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