
Intellectual Property Rights implementation in  
Colombian Emblematic Handicrafts 

Mr. Alexander Parra  
National Project Coordinator 

 

Artesanías de Colombia 
Ministery of Trade, Industry and Tourism 



Handicrafts is a sector of opportunities in Colombia 
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Intellectual Property Rights implementation in  
Colombian Emblematic Handicrafts 

Objective 
Provide technical assistance to Colombian Artisanal 
Sector of the legal tools necessary to protect their 

handicrafts through the implementation of the use of 
Collective Trademarks, Certification  Trademarks 

and  Apellations of Origen and marketing strategy for 
positioning the country's emblematic handicrafts in the 

domestic and international market. 
  

 Proyect´s presentation in 
communities 
Training in  IP 

Technical and Legal Study  
Law Protecction 

Commercial Promotion  and 
Marketing 
Evaluation  

Components  



65 Artisans Communities 2008-2015: 
 



Impacts 
  Artisans acquire knowledge about 
intellectual property rights and the 
potential applied to their handcrafts. 
 

 Artisans  are the holders of  the legal 
signs that strengthen their competitive 
advantages to the market. 
 

 Artisans communities show and use 
their products and legal signs in 
commercial and academic  events.  
 



Advances 

 Wayuú´s  bags 
“Aguadeño” Hats 

San Jacinto´s hammocks   

Zenú´s weaving   
“Vueltiao” Hats 

12 Artisan Apellations of 
Origen-AOP   

 
 

Guacamayas Sisal 
weaving  

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=40847006574&pid=1714898&id=713738312&oid=40847006574


Advances 

Carmen de 
Viboral´s Ceramic 

12 Artisan Apellations of Origen- 
AOP   

 
 

Ráquira´s Pottery Sandona´s Hats 

Paipa Cheese Suaza´s Hat 

Huila Achira´s 
biscuits 

http://www.galeriacolombia.com/userfiles/GUser/colombiando/org/2152689118_9829eb2348_b.jpg


  
 

•  La Chamba Pottery  

• Mompox´s filigree 

• Wounaan (Werregue)´s weaving 

• Arahuaca bags 

• Guapi basketry 

• Jerico´s «carrieles» 

• Palo de Sangre wood carving 

 

 
 

46 Collectives Trademarks 
  2 Certification  marks 
 

 

http://www.facebook.com/photo.php?op=1&view=global&subj=40847006574&pid=1714898&id=713738312&oid=40847006574


Commercial Promotion 

Promo and  
proyect´stands in 
national fairs:  
 
-Expoartesanías. 
Bogotá 2008 to 2015.  
 
-Expoartesano  
Medellín  2009-2015 



2009. Horizontal Consulting International 
Cooperation with Brazil and 
Paraguay. (Expoartesanías visit) 

2010. Horizontal Cooperation Visit  
 ITC (International Trade Center) Mission 

 
   Visit international marketing  consultant based  
 on distinctive signs. (EU-Mincomercio). 

2011-2012. Peruvian and Mexican 
consultant. USAID «Facilitando Comercio» 

 

2013-2016. COLIPRI                   JICA-Colombia 

                                           (Switzerland) 

 
 

International Experiences  



 Mass Media Promotion 



 Colombia «Country Brand» visibility  

Título 



Vueltiao´s Hats Case  

Ilegal hat copies 
SIC ordered preemptively 
immediate suspension of 

production, marketing, or sale 
of all hat that imitate it, 

seeming to be or represent, 
resembles or evoke the hat 

that identifies the Apellation  
of Origin "Zenú weaving". 

Res.439 -122013 

Legal Protection  



Título 

Promotion  Colombian Cultural Symbol 

 Act 908-2004 declares cultural 
symbol of the nation 's vueltiao 

hat ' 

Guinness Record-2009   
« Biggest Vueltiao Hat»  



Promotion  Use in Fashion and Famous 
People  



Título 

Advertising 

Vueltia´s Hats  
Touristic and Artisan Route  

Promotion  



Legal Protection 

Título 

Wayuú´s bags Case 
 

Unauthorized uses 
 



 AOP´s Promotion  

Título 

El Carmen de Viboral´Pottery  

Tourist and Artisans Route 

Ceramics Museum  Parties  

 Clay and Ceramic´s Streets  



 AOP´s Promotion  

Título 

“Aguadeño´s Hats ”  

Worldwide Hat 
Museum  

National Musical  
Parties  

 Colombian Heritage Village  



Legal Protection  

Título 

International registration of collective distinctive signs 

 Vueltiao´s Hats 

 Wayuú´s bags 

 La Chamba´s pottery  

 Aguadeño´s Hats 

 San Jacinto´s Hammocks 

 Arhuaca´s bags 

 Carmen de Viboral´s pottery 

 Mola textile 



Legal Protection  

Título Título 

Thanks to an agreement between “Artesanias de Colombia” 
and the Superintendence of Industry and Commerce-SIC, 

craftsmen may register their individual marks  for only U$25, 
before the price was U$375. 

*2013-15: 700 



Colombian´s Apellation of Origen  
Seal - 2012 

 *Francis Gurry Director 
General of the WIPO. 



December- 2015  

Tít
ulo 

          

Stand « 22  Colombia´s Apellations of Origin » 



Título 

www.artesaniasdecolombia.com.co/propiedadintelectual 

 Project mini website specialized 

http://www.artesaniasdecolombia.com.co/propiedadintelectual


Following Steps  

Tít
ulo 

          

• Help  artisans communities in Use, Promotion  
and Law Protection.  

• Strengthening of Associativity. 
• Work with  international cooperation COLIPRI- 

OVOP (JICA).  
• Artisans  using  “AOP Seal” and Collectives 

marks  in academic and commercial  events. 
• Economical Impact Study of Colombian 

Artisans AOP and  marks.  
• Branding, Marketing Territorial and Promotion 

Development. D 
• evelopment. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEEGH8JiKCQ 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dEEGH8JiKCQ




Thanks from Colombia 

Mr. Alexander Parra  
National Project Coordinator 

 
aparra@artesaniasdecolombia.com.co 

www.artesaniasdecolombia.com 
ArtesaniasColombiaOficial/info 

@artesaniasdcol 

 

mailto:aparra@artesaniasdecolombia.com.co
http://www.artesaniasdecolombia.com/
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