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Geneva, May 11 to June 2, 2000

AGREED STATEMENT BY THE DIPLOMATIC CONFERENCE REGARDING
ARTICLE 1(xiv) OF THE PATENT LAW TREATY

Proposal by the Delegation of Japan

When adopting Article 1(xiv), the Diplomatic Conference understood that, where a
procedure before the Office is governed by a law of a Contracting Party that relates to general
administrative appeal procedures, that Contracting Party may provide that, in the case of
conflict between the provisions of that law and the provisions of the Patent Law Treaty and its
Regulations with respect to any procedure before the Office, the provisions of the law relating
to general administrative appeal procedures shall prevail.
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