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Licensing and copyright at WHO: enabling access to health knowledge

WHO encourages the use of its published information by others in order to make the information more widely available to different audiences.
WHO exercises copyright over its published information in order to ensure that:

· the Organization's aims, credibility, objectivity and independence are not compromised; 

· the Organization retains the right to use its information again in the future in whatever form or format it wishes; and 

· if necessary, the Organization may withdraw out-of-date or inaccurate information from circulation.

The WHO copyright policy applies to all WHO health information materials. It is intended to help make WHO's information more accessible, by ensuring that access to WHO's work does not become restricted only to those who have a subscription to a particular journal, or who are prepared to purchase a particular book. It enables WHO to make its material available as and when it wishes (such as on WHO web sites), and to adapt it for other purposes (such as in a workshop document), while giving journal or book publishers the rights they need to distribute the material through their respective channels.

WHO has always ensured public (free) access to all WHO's published materials on the WHO web site (+ free distribution of printed materials). 
WHO encourages use of the materials for research, education, etc but not for the promotion of products, services or philosophies because of the potential implication of endorsement by WHO. 

 

HINARI and other Research for Life partners. WHO plays a central role in brokering agreements with major publishers to license their published content for distribution in HINARI to institutions in developing countries. The HINARI Programme, set up by WHO together with major publishers, enables developing countries to gain access to one of the world's largest collections of biomedical and health literature. More than 7,000 journal titles are now available to health institutions in 109 countries, areas and territories benefiting many thousands of health workers and researchers, and in turn, contributing to improved world health.
Access to WHO data as available on the internet though its Global Health Observatory. Data maybe accessed through WHO develop tools or possible further analysis by researchers. Next steps would be to provide detailed description of the data to allow better understanding of the content.

WHO is outreaching to other partners to facilitate access including its interest in Open intergovernmental organizations licensing, WHO has agreements and works with Reproduction Rights Organizations (RROs) such as CCC ( Copyright Clearance Centre) in the USA and ProLitteris (Switzerland).
