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About EDItEUR

• a not-for-profit, membership-supported trade organisation 

• develops, supports and promotes metadata, e-commerce and 
identification standards for the global book and e-book supply chains 

• best known for ONIX metadata and Thema subject category scheme 

• provides administrative and executive support to ISNI International 
Agency, admin support to International DOI Foundation (and until 
recently provided full-service secretariat for the International ISBN 
Agency) 

• acknowledged centre of expertise on standards and metadata for the 
publishing industry



Names in ONIX

• can be personal or corporate 

• and can be real or unreal (for pseudonyms, fictional characters)  

• names can be granular or monolithic 

• choice depends on required functionality of the name 

• people or corporations can have many identifiers of various types 

• and are associated with other person or corporation metadata 

• a single entity may have multiple ‘names’ (and vice versa) 

• ONIX is data about books, so entities are related to the books via 
their roles (eg author, illustrator, translator, narrator, publisher…)



<Contributor> 
    <SequenceNumber>1</SequenceNumber> 
    <ContributorRole>A01</ContributorRole> 
    <NameIdentifier> 
        <NameIDType>16</NameIDType> 
        <IDValue>0000000121479135</IDValue> 
    </NameIdentifier> 
    <NameIdentifier> 
        <NameIDType>01</NameIDType> 
        <IDTypeName>HCP-Author-ID</IDTypeName> 
        <IDValue>7421</IDValue> 
    </NameIdentifier> 
    <PersonNameInverted>Sjöwall, Maj</PersonNameInverted> 
    <BiographicalNote textformat="05"><p>Maj Sjöwall is a poet. She 
        lives in Sweden.</p></BiographicalNote> 
</Contributor>
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• identifiers 

• PersonName (+inverted form) 

• or CorporateName (+inverted) 

• biography 

• date associations 

• place associations 

• professional associations 

• website associations 

• alternative names 

• gender
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‘functional 
granularity’

• TitlesBeforeNames 

• NamesBeforeKey 

• PrefixToKey 

• KeyNames 

• NamesAfterKey 

• SuffixToKey 

• LettersAfterName 

• TitlesAfterName

• Mary O’Connor 

• but Máire ó Conchobhair 

• Henriette d’Angeville 

• but Henriette d’Angeville 

• Mariá-Jose Carreño Puiñones 

• Petőfi Sándor 

• Björk  

• His Holiness the Dalai Lama 

• Фёдор Достоевский 

• ๮Ӥช䰽 

• فاطمة إبراهيم السيد البلتاجي

むらかみ はるき



Name identifiers – what do we need?
• more correctly, party identifiers, and for people, persona identifiers 

• public, unique and persistent 

• robust in face of changes of name, differing presentations of the same name 

• allowing for pseudonymity, anonymity, fictive names 

• meaningless (or largely so) 

• resolvable (and thus expressible as a URI) 

• supported by discovery and disambiguation metadata 

• global and cross-sector 

• with effective, sustainable and trusted governance
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free?free at the 
point of use



ISNI
• International Standard Name Identifier – ISO 27729:2012 for 

identification of public identities of parties in creative industries 

• ISNI International Agency is the appointed registration authority 

• not-for-profit based in the UK: IFRRO, CISAC, CENL on governing board 

• typical use case – disambiguation and collocation  

• identify an author, establish difference from another creator of the same 
name, or establish the same persona as musician or actor (possibly of a 
different ‘name’) 

• accurate and unambiguous attribution for IP rights, licensing, scholarship 

• 10m ISNIs assigned by ISNI-IA and range of registration agencies 

• single global repository – OCLC is technical supplier



What does it look like?

ISNI 0000 0004 2756 6266 

for display 
purposes only

check digit 
may be X

15 decimal (base 10) 
digits for persona

• also http://isni.org/isni/0000000427566266 

• public search interface, richer API for members, registration agencies 

• numbering scheme shared with ORCID



• 서영은, ISNI 0000 0000 8388 8172 

• ๮Ӥช䰽, ISNI 0000 0001 2146 8778 

• Joanne Rowling, ISNI 0000 0001 2148 628X 

• Robert Galbraith, ISNI 0000 0003 9509 0901 

• Newt Scamander, ISNI 0000 0000 7049 5783 

• EDItEUR, ISNI 0000 0004 4914 9201 

• WIPO, ISNI 0000 0004 0402 718X 

• Hedy Lamarr, ISNI 0000 0001 1690 159X









ISNI in use
• in book metadata 

• ~25 national libraries (eg BNF, NLK), trade associations, publishers are 
registration agencies or members, with a range of registration processes 

• in organisation metadata 

• Ringgold is ISNI registration agency 

• ISNI establishing an organisation ID special interest group 

• in music metadata 

• YouTube is a registration agency, as are other music industry organisations 

• ISNI has an active music ID special interest group 

• ISNIs in DBpedia, and linked open data available soon







• International Standard Name Identifier (ISNI) 

• website http://www.isni.org 

• list of registration agencies http://www.isni.org/content/isni-registration-agencies 

• list of members http://www.isni.org/content/isni-members 

• public search http://www.isni.org/search 

• ISNI general enquiries info@isni.org 

• Executive director Tim Devenport tim@editeur.org




