
Koichi Matsushita
International Patent Classification Section
Global Infrastructure Sector

Common publication platform for the IPC, 
CPC and FI

February 2012



2

Background (I)

IPC is published on WIPO’s website including 
the scheme, Definitions, Catchword Index, etc.
Bridge function allows users access to ECLA 
(Espacenet) and FI (IPDL).
The publication platforms for ECLA and FI are 
different and the relationship with the IPC is 
not straightforward to users.
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Background (II)

CPC and FI are based on the IPC and 
they have more subdivisions than the IPC
Regularly updated in all technical fields
Together they cover almost the totality of 
PCT minimum documentation
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Purpose of the Common publication platform

Increase awareness of CPC and FI and 
their relationship with the IPC.
Examiners will learn CPC and FI easier 
than the current situation.
Such better knowledge will facilitate the 
harmonization of the CPC and FI, as well as 
the development of the IPC.
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Common publication platform (I)

Provide users with the possibility to display, 
on demand, the IPC alone or together with 
CPC and/or FI.
The display would be similar as displaying the 
IPC in English and French (parallel display).
A warning will indicate that CPC and FI are 
displayed for information purpose only.



6

Common publication platform (II)

Version indicators will be introduced to all CPC 
and FI groups.
The platform will use the numbering system in 
force in CPC and FI.
The difference between the CPC or FI and the 
IPC will be highlighted.
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Common publication platform (III)

Bridge to database (e.g. espacenet, IPDL) to 
display documents classified in CPC or FI.
CPC and FI will be provided to the IB in an 
agreed format, preferably IPC XML compatible.
Target for first publication 2nd half of 2013
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Example 1 
(G01B: Measuring arrangements characterised by the use of optical means)

current
IPCIPC ECLAECLA FIFI
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FIFI

future
IPCIPC CPCCPC

Version indicatorsVersion indicators
The numbering system The numbering system 
in force in CPC and FIin force in CPC and FI

Example 1 (II)
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Example 2 
(G01S: RADIO DIRECTION-FINDING; RADIO NAVIGATION ---)

current
IPCIPC FIFIECLAECLA
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future

IPCIPC CPCCPC FIFI

The difference between The difference between 
CPC or FI and IPC will CPC or FI and IPC will 
be highlightedbe highlighted

Example 2 (II)
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Future revision

Revision of CPC or FI independently by the 
offices owners of the CPC or FI respectively 
(i.e. EPO/USPTO for CPC, JPO for FI).
New versions of CPC and FI will be preferably 
included into the platform respectively in line 
with their revision cycle.
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Thank you
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