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Duties of the Director General of WIPO:  

depository functions 

Receive instruments of accession, as well as declarations 

under the protocol and notifications of denunciation and 

notify Contracting Parties (Art. 14): 

 

refusal period (Art. 5(2)) 

individual fee (Art. 8(7) 

common office (Art. 9quater) 
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Brunei Darussalam joined the Madrid 

Protocol – October 6, 2016 



International applications 
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Duties of the International Bureau for 

international applications – Art. 3 

Receive applications for international registration, filed 

through the Office of origin (OO) 

Control the classification of goods and services, in 

association with the OO 

Register the marks filed in accordance with the Protocol 

Notify the international registration to the Offices of the 

designated Contracting Parties (dCPs)   

Publish registered marks in a periodical gazette 

Record, notify and publish subsequent designations 

 

7 



Irregularities in international 

applications 
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Irregular international application 

Formalities 
no certification, using wrong form, no indication of entitlement, 

missing form MM18, no payment, etc. (Rule 11) 

 

Classification of goods and services 
no indication of class or terms wrongly classified (Rule 12) 

 

Indications of goods and services 
linguistically incorrect, incomprehensible or too vague for the 

purposes of classification (Rule 13) 
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Remedying an irregular application 

Office of origin: 

using wrong form 

defective application 
(missing applicant, mark, 
goods and services or 
designations) 

missing or defective 
entitlement 

missing number or date of 
basic mark 

irregular certification 

goods and services  
(Rules 12 y 13) 

 

Applicant: 

address not sufficient for 
postal communication 

unclear reproduction of the 
mark 

missing transliteration 

description of the mark not 
in a working language 

insufficient fees 

missing form MM18 
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Time-limit to remedy irregularities 

An extemporaneous priority claim will be disregarded 

 

Where form MM18 is not received by WIPO within two 

months from date on which international application was 

received by the Office of origin, designation of the US is 

disregarded 

 

Other irregularities must be remedied within three 

months from their notification 
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Consequences 

Formal (Rule 11) 

where not remedied, application is declared abandoned 

 

Classification of goods and services (Rule 12) 

recorded with the classification considered to be correct by the 

International Bureau;  applicant has a new deadline to pay any 

additional fees 

 

Indications of goods and services (Rule 13)  
without a satisfactory proposal from Office of origin, original term is 

recorded with a note from the International Bureau 
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Irregular international applications 
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Types of irregularities 
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International 

registrations 
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Duties of the International Bureau 

concerning the International Register 

Record, notify to Offices of the dCPs and publish in the 

gazette subsequent designations (Art. 3ter) 

Transmit a copy of the notification of refusal to the holder  

(Art. 5) 

Issue copies of entries in the International Register (Art. 5ter) 

Record, notify the holder and the  Offices of the dCPs and 

publish in the gazette cancellations due to ceasing of effect 

(Art. 3ter) 

Process the renewal of international registrations (Art. 7) 

Record the change in the ownership (Art. 9) and other matters 

concerning an international registration (Art. 9bis) 
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Recordings in the International Register 

Cancellation and changes 

Cancellation of the 

international registration 

Renunciation with respect to a 

designated Contracting Party 

Limitation of the scope of 

protection in one or more 

designated Contracting Parties 

Change in name, address or 

legal nature of the holder 

Change in ownership 

Merger 

Division & Merger 

Other recordings 

Licenses 

Restriction of the holder’s right 

of disposal 

Appointment of a 

representative before the 

International Bureau 

Change in the name or 

address of the representative 

Final decision, further 

decisions, invalidations, 

declarations 
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International 

Register 
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The original International Register 
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The current International Register 
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The current International Register 
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International registrations 
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History of the registration 
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Extracts from the International Register 
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The Gazette 

31 



The original Gazette 
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The current WIPO Gazette 
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http://www.wipo.int/madrid/gazette/


Administrative 

duties 
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Administrative duties of the 

International Bureau 

Collect fees on behalf of the dCPs and distribute them 

accordingly (Art. 8) 

Undertake related duties and administrative tasks 

concerning the Protocol (Art. 11) 

Make preparations for and be Secretariat of assemblies, 

conferences and other meetings, as well as undertake 

other tasks, as assigned (Art. 11) 
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The Working Group on the Legal 

Development of the Madrid System 

Meeting of technical delegations from Contracting 

Parties and observers 

Discuss ways to improve the practice of Offices and the 

International Bureau 

Request that the International Bureau draft proposals 

and documents 

Discuss proposals to change the Common Regulations 

Make recommendations to the Assembly of the Madrid 

Union 

Documents and report available for review on WIPO 

Website 
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The Madrid Union Assembly – Art. 10 

Meeting of delegations from Contracting Parties during 

the WIPO General Assemblies 

Deal with all matters concerning the maintenance and 

development of the Madrid Union 

Formally adopt or change the Common Regulations and 

the amounts of the fees under the Protocol 

Review and approve reports, activities, programs and 

budget of the Union (in the GA) 

Documents and report available for review on WIPO 

Website 
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Technical assistance and cooperation 

For prospective members : 

 

Accession toolkit; review of legal framework; fact-finding 

and assessment missions; capacity building; stakeholder 

outreach 

 

Form current members :  

 

Legal and operational support; capacity building; 

outreach activities 
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