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THE INTERNATIONAL REGISTRATION PROCESS 

Topic 2 – Role of the International Bureau 





The Role of the International Bureau 

Formal examination  

Registration and recording in the International Register 

Translation and Publication in the International Designs 

Bulletin 

Transmission of the designation fee to the Contracting 

Parties 

“Notification” to Designated Contracting Parties   

(through the publication of the Bulletin on WIPO website) 

Web interface Bulletin: 

http://www.wipo.int/haguebulletin/ 

XML Bulletin: ftp://ftpird.wipo.int/wipo/hague/ 

http://www.wipo.int/haguebulletin/
ftp://ftpird.wipo.int/wipo/hague/


Registration Published in the Bulletin 



ADMINISTRATION OF THE INTERNATIONAL 

REGISTER 

Topic 2 – Role of the International Bureau 





Changes to the Register 

The International Bureau examines, records and 

publishes the following changes: 

Change in ownership 

Change in the name/address of the holder 

Renunciation 

Limitation 

Merger of International Registrations 

Corrections 

 



Recording of Decisions 

The International Bureau examines, records and 

publishes the following decisions by the Designated 

Contracting Parties: 
Statement of Grant of Protection 

Refusal of the Effects of the International Registration 

Withdrawal of a refusal 

Declaration that a change in ownership has no effect 

Withdrawal of a declaration that a change in ownership has no effect 

Invalidation 

Refusal of correction 

Cancellation for non-payement with respect to a Contracting Party 

 



Renewal 

The International Bureau sends an unofficial notice to 

remind the holder that the renewal is approaching. 

The Renewal cycle is of five years from the International 

registration date. 

If the applicant does not renew within the six months 

grace period, the International Bureau publishes the 

information that the registration has not been renewed. 

The International Bureau collects and transmits to the 

Office the designation fee. 
 

 



THE SUBSTANTIVE EXAMINATION PROCESS 

Topic 2 – Role of the Designated Contracting Party 





Timing of the Decision 

The decision must be sent within six months after the 

publication of the international registration (or 12 months 

following declaration) 

 



Refusal: Communications between the 

Office and the Holder 

The initial contact transits through the International 

Bureau. 

Afterwards, responsibility of the holder to contact the 

Office (following the Office domestic procedure, 

language and requirements) 



Monitoring the Changes to the Register 

Looking out for corrections 

Hague Express History view 



Communications between the Office of a 

Designated Contracting Party and the 

International Bureau, and the Electronic 

Environment 

Topic 3 





COMMENTS ON INFORMATION SECURITY 

Topic 3 – Communications 



Information Security: Confidentiality 

Indirect filing and confidential copies are confidential. 

Data must be stored and transmitted in confidence. 

 

Disclosures of unpublished documents present an 

important risk of: 

Loss of rights for the applicants/holders; 

Loss of market shares and revenues for 

applicants/holders; 

Loss of trust in the Office and WIPO. 

Appropriate security level must be in place. 



INDIRECT FILING 

Topic 3 – Communications Office -> IB (WIPO) 



Indirect Filing 



Indirect Filing 

Formats of reception by the Office 

DM/1 paper form (provided by the IB) 

DM/1 in PDF (provided by the IB) 

Electronic form (provided by the Office) 

 

Formats for sending to the International Bureau 

Registered mail 

XML data with image files and PDFs 



Indirect Filing 

DM/1 form (paper/PDF) Electronic (ST.96) 



DESIGNATION FEE 

Topic 3 – Communications IB (WIPO) -> Office 



Transfer of Designation Fee 

International registration Renewal 



Administrative Considerations 

Between the deposit of the instrument of accession and 

the entry into force (usually 3 months), WIPO’s Finance 

team contacts the Office to establish the exchange and 

transfer mechanism. 

 

The funds and fee reports are sent to the competent 

authority of the Contracting Party. 

(may be the Office, but not necessarily) 

 



Transfer of Designation Fee 

Fee reports 

Sent monthly via e-mail, mail or FTP 

Different formats possible: PDF, Excel or XML 

Fund transfer 

Sent monthly 

Via 

WIPO current account; or 

Bank transfer 



Example of a breakdown of fee 

example in Excel 



THE HAGUE BULLETIN 

Topic 3 – Communications IB (WIPO) -> Office 



http://www.wipo.int/haguebulletin/ 



The Hague Bulletin 

Has the effect of a legal notification 

Exists in two formats: 

Web interface 

XML and image files 

Contains the IB (WIPO) -> Office transactions 

Published weekly on Friday, at 12:00 [Geneva local time] 

 



XML Bulletin 

DTD file is available: 

ftp://ftpird.wipo.int/wipo/hague/ 

ftp://ftpird.wipo.int/wipo/hague/
ftp://ftpird.wipo.int/wipo/hague/


XML Bulletin 

XML element Bulletin recording type 

NEN “Registration under 1999 Act” 

NRE “Renewals” 

NRL “Refusals” 

NRA2 “Non renewed registrations” 

NTR “Changes in ownership” 

NFU “Mergers of international registrations” 

NMT “Changes in Name/Address of the holder” 

NRN “Renunciations” 

NLI “Limitations” 

NWR “Withdrawals of refusals” 

NRT 
“Declaration that a change in 

ownership has no effect” 

NWT 
“Withdrawal of declaration that a 

change in ownership has no effect” (?) 

NGP “Statements of grant of protection” 

NIN “Invalidations” 

NRI “Corrections” 

Relevant transactions for 

Designated Contracting Party 



Images Files 

Published in JPG, in two sizes. 

Images with prefix s_ are preview images with a 

resolution of 72 dpi and the numbering embedded in 

the image; 

Images with a prefix m_ are the normal sized images 

with a resolution of 300 dpi. 

The size of the normal images does not exceed 1866 

pixels (16cm @ 300 dpi). 



DECISIONS 

Topic 3 – Communications Office -> IB (WIPO) 





Forms 



Electronic Decisions 

XML sent over FTP (public or private) 

Current format MECAIN (similar to the DTD of the 

Bulletin) 

New format coming shortly: ST.96 

 

 

A document in PDF must also be attached. 

 

The PDF document is made available to the public and 

transmitted to the holder. 

 



Example Decisions in 

XML MECAIN 



Example Decision in 

ST.96 (Coming soon) 

A new dedicated XML schema will 

be released soon. 



Discussion on Future Steps to be Taken 

Topic 4 



Looking at the International Designs Bulletin and Hague 

Express is a good start. 

Hague Express and Global Designs database has a « History » view 

that lists all transactions concerning a given international registration. 

 

 



The Accession Checklist provides a 

comprehensive list of policy and technical points to 

address. 



The Electronic Communication Form helps the Office and 

WIPO to establish the necessary comunication channels. 



Testing 

Testing each electronic exchange mechanism with test 

data is important to detect potential miscommunications. 


