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AKIYOSHI IMAURA 
 
Mr. Imaura, national of Japan, holds the position of Deputy Director, International Affairs 
Division, General Affairs Department, Japan Patent Office (JPO). He got his Bachelor’s Degree 
from Engineering Osaka University in March 1998. He joined the Japan Patent Office (JPO) in 
1999 as Examiner, Nano-Physics Division, First Patent Examination Department. He became a 
Deputy Director, Office for Intellectual Property Right Infringement, Manufacturing Industries 
Bureau, Ministry of Economy, Trade and Industry (METI) in 2004 and was Visiting Scholar at 
University of Michigan, Department of Geological Science in 2008. He was Examiner, Material 
Analysis Division, First Patent Examination Department in 2009. 
 
 
KONRAD LUTZ MAILÄNDER 
 
Mr. Mailänder, national of Germany, is head of WIPO’s Patent Information Section. As such he 
is in charge of WIPO's Patent Information Service for developing countries (WPIS) which 
provides support for substantive examination to IPOs in developing countries, and also provides 
state of the art search reports to institutions and the private sector of developing countries, 
NGOs and IGOs. He coordinates WIPO’s activities related to patent landscape reports, and a 
study on availability and reliability of patent legal status information. Previously, he was the 
head of the International Patent Classification (IPC) section. Before joining WIPO, he worked for 
almost ten years as a patent examiner at the German IPO (DPMA), and spent almost two years 
as a visiting scientist at Cornell University, New York. He holds a PhD in solid state physics from 
the Ludwig-Maximilians Universität, Munich, and a certificate in Management of International 
Organisations of the University of Geneva (IOMBA). (national of Germany) is head of WIPO’s 
Patent Information Section. As such he is in charge of WIPO's Patent Information Service for 
developing countries (WPIS) which provides support for substantive examination to IPOs in 
developing countries, and also provides state of the art search reports to institutions and the 
private sector of developing countries, NGOs and IGOs. He coordinates WIPO’s activities 
related to patent landscape reports, and a study on availability and reliability of patent legal 
status information. Previously, he was the head of the International Patent Classification (IPC) 
section. Before joining WIPO, he worked for almost ten years as a patent examiner at the 
German IPO (DPMA), and spent almost two years as a visiting scientist at Cornell University, 
New York. He holds a PhD in solid state physics from the Ludwig-Maximilians Universität, 
Munich, and a certificate in Management of International Organizations of the University of 
Geneva (IOMBA). 
 
 
STEFFEN WOLF  
 
Dr. Wolf, national of Germany, is a patent examiner at the EPO in the field of measuring and 
optics. He studied physics at the University of Konstanz in Germany, where he got his diploma 
in physics in 1994 and at the University of Freiburg (Brsg.), Germany where he received a 
doctoral degree in physics in 1998. From 1999-2001 he worked as a researcher at the 
University of California, Berkeley, USA in the field of atomic and laser physics. In 2001 he joined 
the European Patent Office as a patent examiner and is currently working in search and 
examination of patent applications and classification of patent and non-patent documents. 
 
 
SURAYA MOHAMAD (MRS.) 
 
Mrs. Suraya Mohamad is Senior Patent Examiner at Intellectual Property Corporation of 
Malaysia (MyIPO).  She received a Bachelor of Engineering majoring in Chemical and Process 
and Master in Intellectual Property from National University of Malaysia.   
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She joined the Intellectual Property Corporation of Malaysia in the year 2001 after gaining 
experiences as a Chemical Engineer and Product Development Engineer with private sector. 
 
Currently, she is responsible for carrying out search and examination of patent application in the 
area of chemical and process engineering, chemistry and pharmaceutical invention. 
 
 
WOLFGANG TAUCHERT        
 
Dr. Tauchert, national of Germany, got his education as physicist at the Technical University 
Munich, PhD at the Free University Berlin. After  industrial activities from 1980 on examiner at 
the German Patent- and Trademark Office in Munich; 1990 - 1995 judge at the Federal Patent 
Court; 1995 -2003 head of the patent division 1.53 (data processing, information storage) at the 
German Patent- and Trademark Office.  From 2003 until Oct. 2009 Presiding Judge at the 
German Federal Patent Court, 23rd chamber.  
 
Several times employment as international expert (in patent information, search and 
examination) for WIPO, GTZ and EPO, specialization in patentability of software related 
applications.  Representation of this topic in several publications and officially on 
international conferences.  Actually consultant for substantive patent examination in the 
twinning project “Supporting Turkey for Enhancing Intellectual Property”. 1992 – 2009 
member of the executive board of the association for information technology in the 
German Law-Courts (“Deutscher EDV-Gerichtstag“).  
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