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Myanmar and International Myanmar and International yy
OrganizationsOrganizations

World Trade Organization (WTO)   World Trade Organization (WTO)   -- 16 Nov 199416 Nov 1994

ASEAN                                               ASEAN                                               -- 3 July 19973 July 1997

WIPO                                                  WIPO                                                  -- 15 May 200115 May 2001

Agreement on TradeAgreement on Trade--Related Aspects of Intellectual Related Aspects of Intellectual 
P t Ri ht (P t Ri ht (TRIPS A tTRIPS A t) 1994) 1994Property Rights (Property Rights (TRIPS AgreementTRIPS Agreement), 1994), 1994

ASEANASEAN Framework Agreement on Intellectual PropertyFramework Agreement on Intellectual PropertyASEANASEAN Framework Agreement on Intellectual Property Framework Agreement on Intellectual Property 
CoCo--operation, 15 Dec 1995operation, 15 Dec 1995
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Relevant Laws Related to IP in MyanmarRelevant Laws Related to IP in Myanmaryy

The Code of Civil ProcedureThe Code of Civil Procedure 18081808The Code of Civil Procedure, The Code of Civil Procedure, 18081808
The Penal Code, The Penal Code, 18601860
The Specific Relief ActThe Specific Relief Act 18771877The Specific Relief Act, The Specific Relief Act, 18771877
The Sea Customs Act, The Sea Customs Act, 18781878
The Myanmar Merchandise Marks ActThe Myanmar Merchandise Marks Act 18891889The Myanmar Merchandise Marks Act, The Myanmar Merchandise Marks Act, 18891889
The Code of Criminal Procedure, The Code of Criminal Procedure, 18981898
The Registration ActThe Registration Act 19081908The Registration Act, The Registration Act, 19081908
The Myanmar Copyright Act, The Myanmar Copyright Act, 19141914
The Land Customs Act;The Land Customs Act; 19241924The Land Customs Act; The Land Customs Act; 19241924
The Myanmar Patents and Designs The Myanmar Patents and Designs 
(Emergency Provisions) Act,(Emergency Provisions) Act, 19461946(Emergency Provisions) Act, (Emergency Provisions) Act, 19461946
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Relevant Laws Related to IP in MyanmarRelevant Laws Related to IP in MyanmarRelevant Laws Related to IP in MyanmarRelevant Laws Related to IP in Myanmar

The Science and Technology Development LawThe Science and Technology Development Law

The Computer Science Development LawThe Computer Science Development LawThe Computer Science Development LawThe Computer Science Development Law

The Television and Video LawThe Television and Video Law

M i Pi LM i Pi LMotion Picture LawMotion Picture Law

National Drug LawNational Drug Law

Traditional Drug LawTraditional Drug Law

Electronic Transaction LawElectronic Transaction LawElectronic Transaction LawElectronic Transaction Law
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IP and MyanmarIP and MyanmarIP and MyanmarIP and Myanmar

The new draft laws of IPRsThe new draft laws of IPRs

Patents Patents 

Industrial designIndustrial designIndustrial designIndustrial design

Trademarks Trademarks 

Copyright  Copyright  

under process of under process of legislationlegislation..
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IP and MyanmarIP and MyanmarIP and MyanmarIP and Myanmar

MinistryMinistry ofof ScienceScience andand Technology,Technology, thethe focalfocal
pointpoint MinistryMinistry forfor WIPOWIPO andand AttorneyAttorney GeneralGeneralpointpoint MinistryMinistry forfor WIPO,WIPO, andand AttorneyAttorney GeneralGeneral
OfficeOffice workedworked togethertogether forfor draftingdrafting thethe IPIP lawslaws
ofof MyanmarMyanmar basedbased onon thethe WIPOWIPO ModelModel LawLaw asasofof MyanmarMyanmar basedbased onon thethe WIPOWIPO ModelModel LawLaw asas
wellwell asas LawsLaws ofof otherother IPIP developeddeveloped countriescountries..
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IP and MyanmarIP and Myanmaryy

MyanmarMyanmar hadhad donedone severalseveral discussionsdiscussions onon thesethese
d ft dd ft d IPIP ll ithith P iP i Mi i tMi i t Mi i tMi i t IPIPdrafteddrafted IPIP lawslaws withwith PrimePrime Minister,Minister, Ministers,Ministers, IPIP
Lawyers,Lawyers, IPIP relatedrelated organizationsorganizations includingincluding NGO,NGO,
P i tP i t E t iE t i I d t i lI d t i l ZZ dd ththPrivatePrivate Enterprises,Enterprises, IndustrialIndustrial ZonesZones andand thethe
concernedconcerned fromfrom differentdifferent sectorssectors..

ThTh d ft dd ft d IPIP LL tt tt WIPOWIPO tt tt ththTheThe drafteddrafted IPIP LawsLaws werewere sentsent toto WIPOWIPO toto getget thethe
legislativelegislative advicesadvices onon themthem..

WIPOWIPO offeredoffered MyanmarMyanmar IPIP LawyersLawyers toto comecome toto
GenevaGeneva forfor discussiondiscussion onon thosethose lawslaws inin May,May, 20052005..

InIn August,August, 20052005,, WIPOWIPO alsoalso sentsent anan expertexpert missionmission
forfor legislativelegislative advicesadvices onon thethe drafteddrafted MyanmarMyanmar IPIP
lawslaws..
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IP and MyanmarIP and MyanmarIP and MyanmarIP and Myanmar

OfferOffer technicaltechnical knowknow howhow andand investmentsinvestments totoOfferOffer technicaltechnical knowknow--howhow andand investmentsinvestments toto
raiseraise upup thethe economyeconomy

NeedNeed effectiveeffective andand validvalid protectionprotection ofof IPRsIPRs forfor
encouragementencouragement inin promotingpromoting investmentinvestment andandencouragementencouragement inin promotingpromoting investmentinvestment andand
economiceconomic developmentdevelopment

EnactedEnacted ForeignForeign investmentinvestment LawLaw andand thethe
MyanmarMyanmar CitizensCitizens InvestmentInvestment LawLawMyanmarMyanmar CitizensCitizens InvestmentInvestment LawLaw
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IP and MyanmarIP and Myanmaryy

NoNo specificspecific lawlaw forfor IPRsIPRs

ExistingExisting lawslaws relatingrelating toto IPIP dodo notnot copecope withwith thethe currentcurrent
economiceconomic trendtrend andand developmentsdevelopments inin thethe fieldfield ofof IPIPeconomiceconomic trendtrend andand developmentsdevelopments inin thethe fieldfield ofof IPIP

NeedNeed toto bebe reviewedreviewed andand redraftedredrafted thethe existingexisting lawlaw inin
dd tt lili ithith i t ti li t ti l dd i ti torderorder toto ensureensure compliancecompliance withwith internationalinternational andand interinter--

governmentalgovernmental obligationsobligations ofof MyanmarMyanmar..

MinistryMinistry ofof ScienceScience andand TechnologyTechnology,, MinistryMinistry ofof
CommerceCommerce andand OfficeOffice ofof thethe attorneyattorney generalgeneral havehave toto
workwork togethertogether toto emergeemerge thethe comprehensivecomprehensiveworkwork togethertogether toto emergeemerge thethe comprehensive,comprehensive,
transparenttransparent andand alsoalso effectiveeffective protectionprotection ofof IPRsIPRs toto bebe inin
lineline withwith thethe InternationalInternational conventionsconventions andand agreementsagreements
includingincluding TRIPSTRIPS agreementagreementincludingincluding TRIPSTRIPS agreementagreement..

1010



Education and Training Activities for IP Education and Training Activities for IP gg
in Myanmarin Myanmar

MyanmarMyanmar FederationFederation ofof ChambersChambers ofof CommerceCommerce andand
IndustryIndustry (UMFCCI)(UMFCCI) urgedurged communitycommunity participationparticipation inin
effortsefforts toto developdevelop intellectualintellectual propertyproperty (IP)(IP) lawslaws inin thethepp p p yp p y ( )( )
nationalnational interestinterest..

TheThe WorldWorld IntellectualIntellectual PropertyProperty OrganizationOrganization (WIPO)(WIPO)
offeredoffered thethe course,course, andand UMFCCI’sUMFCCI’s EducationEducation AffairsAffairs
CC ffff ff ffCommitteeCommittee arrangedarranged toto offeroffer itit freefree ofof chargecharge toto promotepromote
understandingunderstanding andand IPIP knowledgeknowledge..
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Education and Training Activities for IP Education and Training Activities for IP 

UMFCCIUMFCCI hashas organizedorganized thethe trainingtraining programsprograms onon

gg
in Myanmarin Myanmar

UMFCCIUMFCCI hashas organizedorganized thethe trainingtraining programsprograms onon
IntellectualIntellectual PropertyProperty forfor BusinessBusiness sincesince 20032003..
TheThe traineestrainees fromfrom UMFCCIUMFCCI andand brotherbrother associations,associations,
otherother organizationsorganizations membermember companiescompanies universitiesuniversitiesotherother organizations,organizations, membermember companies,companies, universities,universities,
InstituteInstitute ofof Economic,Economic, andand CooperativeCooperative DegreeDegree Colleges,Colleges,
attendedattended thethe coursescourses..
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Education and Training Activities for IP Education and Training Activities for IP 

TheThe GeneralGeneral CourseCourse onon InternationalInternational PropertyProperty RightsRights DLDL 101101,,
OO ff CCCC

in Myanmarin Myanmar

sponsoredsponsored byby WIPOWIPO underunder thethe arrangementarrangement ofof UMFCCIUMFCCI waswas
conductedconducted throughthrough InternetInternet..
ThoseThose whowho havehave completedcompleted thethe coursecourse werewere presentedpresented withwithThoseThose whowho havehave completedcompleted thethe coursecourse werewere presentedpresented withwith
certfiicatescertfiicates..
UMFCCIUMFCCI EducationEducation WorkWork CommitteeCommittee presentedpresented thethe
certificatescertificates ofof WIPOWIPO toto thethe traineestraineescertificatescertificates ofof WIPOWIPO toto thethe traineestrainees..
AA TalkTalk aboutabout thethe IntellectualIntellectual PropertyProperty waswas heldheld atat UMFCCIUMFCCI
onon JuneJune 66,, 20092009..
TheThe titletitle ofof talktalk namednamed IntellectualIntellectual PropertyProperty BeyondBeyond 20102010 andand
anyany interestedinterested personperson werewere welcomewelcome therethere..

UMFCCIUMFCCI alsoalso plansplans toto arrangearrange moremore advancedadvanced coursescourses forfor
learninglearning aboutabout IPIP inin depthdepth..
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Education and Training Activities for IP Education and Training Activities for IP 

TheThe FirstFirst InternationalInternational ConferenceConference onon ScienceScience andand

gg
in Myanmarin Myanmar

TheThe FirstFirst InternationalInternational ConferenceConference onon ScienceScience andand
EngineeringEngineering (ICSE(ICSE 20092009)),, underunder thethe supervisionsupervision ofof
MinistryMinistry ofof ScienceScience andand Technology,Technology, waswas heldheld inin Yangon,Yangon,
MM ff 44 tt 55 D bD b 20092009MyanmarMyanmar fromfrom 44 toto 55 December,December, 20092009..

ProfProf DrDr JoseJose LuisLuis HerceHerce--VigilVigil DuputyDuputy DirectorDirector andand HeadHeadProfProf.. DrDr.. JoseJose LuisLuis HerceHerce Vigil,Vigil, DuputyDuputy DirectorDirector andand HeadHead
ofof thethe InformationInformation ServicesServices SectionSection (WIPO),(WIPO), SingaporeSingapore,,
waswas invitedinvited toto thethe conferenceconference asas aa keynotekeynote speakerspeaker..

HeHe presentedpresented andand discusseddiscussed aboutabout thethe IPIP knowledgeknowledge toto
thethe conferenceconference participantsparticipants andand observersobservers suchsuch asasp pp p
scientists,scientists, leadingleading engineers,engineers, industryindustry researchersresearchers andand
candidatescandidates fromfrom postgraduatedpostgraduated coursescourses..
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Education and Training Activities for IP Education and Training Activities for IP gg
in Myanmarin Myanmar

MyanmarMyanmar governmentgovernment areare makingmaking seminarsseminars andand trainingtraining
programsprograms forfor IPIP inin locallocal andand sendingsending thethe officialsofficials andand
staffsstaffs missionmission toto thethe iinternationalnternational conferencesconferences andandstaffsstaffs missionmission toto thethe iinternationalnternational conferencesconferences andand
symposiasymposia,, sseminarseminars,, wworkshopsorkshops,, trainingstrainings andand meetingsmeetings
outsideoutside ofof thethe country,country, collaborationcollaboration withwith WIPOWIPO,, toto
practisepractise thethe IPIP systemsystempractisepractise thethe IPIP systemsystem..

PatentPatent InformationInformation andand PatentPatent SearchingSearching TrainingTraining
CoursesCourses delivereddelivered byby DrDr.. HerceHerce--VigilVigil (WIPO),(WIPO), waswas heldheld inin
Yangon,Yangon, MyanmarMyanmar fromfrom 2525 toto 2929 20052005..
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TANTATIVE PROGRAM FOR PATENT INFORMATION AND PATENT SEARCHING TRAINING TANTATIVE PROGRAM FOR PATENT INFORMATION AND PATENT SEARCHING TRAINING 
COURSES DELIVERED BY DR. HERCECOURSES DELIVERED BY DR. HERCE--VIGIL (WIPO), APRIL 25VIGIL (WIPO), APRIL 25--29, 2005, YANGON, MYANMAR29, 2005, YANGON, MYANMAR

DATE VENUE PARTICIPANTS COURSES REMARKS

25-4-05
(MONDAY)

MINISTRY OF 
SCIENCE 
&TECHNOLOGY

-Researchers from S&T
-Professors
-Researchers from Ministries
-Union Of Myanmar Federation 
Chamber of Commerce & Industries

Lecture on Patent 
Documents & Patent 
Information Services

About 150 participants 
attended altogether.
(Doctors here gave lectures 
related to Patent 
information for the wholeChamber of  Commerce & Industries

-Myanma Industrial Association
-Myanmar Engineering Societies
-Myanmar Computer Association
-Industrial Zones

information for the whole 
day)

26 4 05 MINISTRY OF P f P ti l T i i26-4-05
(TUESDAY)

MINISTRY OF 
SCIENCE 
&TECHNOLOGY

-Professors
-Researchers form S&T
-Researchers from Ministries
-Union Of Myanmar Federation 
Chamber of Commerce Industries
Myanma Industrial Association

Practical Training

-Myanma Industrial Association
-Myanmar Engineering Societies
-Industrial Zones

27-4-05
(WEDNES-

Myan-Info Tech Union Of Myanmar Federation 
Chamber of Commerce Industries

Lecture & Practical Training These NGO groups gave 
lectures in morning session 

DAY) -Myanma Industrial Association
-Myanmar Engineering Societies
--Myanmar Computer Association

& training in afternoon 
session

28-4-05
(THURSDAY)

MINISTRY OF 
SCIENCE

-Researchers from S&T
-Ph D Engineering Students

Lectures
(THURSDAY) SCIENCE 

&TECHNOLOGY
-Ph.D Engineering  Students
-Master Engineering   Students
-Professors
-Staff (Ph.D Holder)

29-4-05 MINISTRY OF Researchers from S&T Training
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(FRIDAY) SCIENCE 
&TECHNOLOGY

-Ph.D Engineering  Students
-Master Engineering   Students
-Professors
-Staff (Ph.D Holder)



Future works for IP in MyanmarFuture works for IP in MyanmarFuture works for IP in MyanmarFuture works for IP in Myanmar

To EstablishTo Establish necessary infrastructurenecessary infrastructureTo EstablishTo Establish necessary infrastructurenecessary infrastructure

To trainTo train officials and staffsofficials and staffs

To educateTo educate the publicthe publicpp

T lT l titi ith WIPOith WIPOTo close coTo close co--operationoperation with WIPOwith WIPO

1717

Future works for IP in MyanmarFuture works for IP in MyanmarFuture works for IP in MyanmarFuture works for IP in Myanmar

AccordingAccording toto thethe WTOWTO PressPress nono 424424 allall LeastLeast DevelopedDevelopedAccordingAccording toto thethe WTOWTO PressPress nono.. 424424,, allall LeastLeast--DevelopedDeveloped
CountriesCountries havehave beenbeen givengiven anan extensionextension untiluntil 11 JulyJuly 20132013 toto
provideprovide protectionprotection forfor IntellectualIntellectual PropertyProperty RightsRights underunder
TRIPSTRIPS agreementagreementTRIPSTRIPS agreementagreement..

EnactmentEnactment alonealone isis notnot enoughenough toto practisepractise IPIP systemsystem..

ItsIts byelawsbyelaws suchsuch asas rules,rules, regulations,regulations, proceduresprocedures andand otherother
necessarynecessary measuresmeasures (establishing(establishing necessarynecessary infrastructuresinfrastructuresyy ( g( g yy
(IP(IP office),office), trainingtraining officialsofficials andand staffs,staffs, educatingeducating thethe publicpublic
whowho willwill dealdeal withwith oror relatedrelated toto thethe subjectsubject mattermatter etcetc..,),) havehave
toto bebe followedfollowed upup..
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ConclusionsConclusionsConclusionsConclusions

MyanmarMyanmar needsneeds comprehensivecomprehensive andandMyanmarMyanmar needsneeds comprehensivecomprehensive andand
effectiveeffective IPIP protectionprotection toto promotepromote foreignforeign
i t ti t t dd t h lt h l t ft f llllinvestmentinvestment andand technologytechnology transfertransfer asas wellwell
asas forfor boostingboosting industrialindustrial developmentdevelopment..

ItIt isis importantimportant toto setset upup anan appropriateappropriate legallegalItIt isis importantimportant toto setset upup anan appropriateappropriate legallegal
IPRsIPRs systemsystem andand alsoalso needneed toto upgradeupgrade
systemsystem practicespracticessystemsystem practicespractices..
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