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JPO’s experience in using automation tools 
for trademark search and examination. 
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WIPO Regional Training Workshop on IPAS for Trademark Examiners



Work Flow of Substantive Examination
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Application examination 

・Trademark search
・Identical trademark search etc.

Text Search
(Relative Ground)

・Figurative trademark search
・Search report on preliminary search etc.

Figure Search
(Relative Ground)

・Specialized books, Internet
・Search report on dictionaries
・Search of information from newspapers

etc.

Examination of Goods 
and Services

Examination of Distinctiveness
(Absolute Ground)

Checking Table for 
Goods and Services

Drafting
起案



Schematic View of Trademark Examination System
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Systems concerning Trademark Examinations
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Check
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Examination

Search

Check

Approval

Amendment

Starting the Examination Screen
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Application Examination Window
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Examiners start examinations of individual applications using this screen.

Buttons for various functions used 
in examining applications

・ JPO Internal Reference Number
・ International Reg. Number
・ Int. Reg. Date ・ Subsequent 

Designation Date
・ Official Notification Date   
・ Date of Reg. of Establishment 

・ Applicant’s Name
・ Applicant’s Address

The following information is displayed:
・ Application status
・ Nice Classification version
・ Name of examiner in charge
・ Type of document to be drafted   etc.

Information on 
priority rights is 
displayed.



Class

Similar group 
code of goods 
and services

Designated 
goods and 
services

Information accumulated 
in the Table for Goods 
and Services

List of Designated Goods and Services
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This is a window for 
conducting examination for 
designated goods and 
services.

Examiners can confirm the 
error information and 
similar group codes on this 
screen.

Japanese 
translation

Draft 
amendment

Free entry 
column



Checking Table for Goods and Services
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Pronunciation of
the mark 

Characters of
the mark 

Class(es) 

Similar group code of 
goods and services 

Figure search:
Used for searching of the 
figure part of a trademark

Enter the application number.

Enter the search key.

Trademark search:
Used for searching the 
character part of a 
trademark

Basic database inquiry:
Used for confirming similar 
groups, etc. of the 
application

Trademark Search (Search by Text)
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This is a window for text search.

Examiner searches identical or 
similar trademarks with 
pronunciation of the mark, 
trademark for search and similar 
group codes as the search keys.

Figurative trademark search 
window also starts from this 
screen.



【28 
images 
display】

As the result of search by character, those applications are displayed as identical or similar trademarks.

Five categories of display form buttons 
(Selected using ▼) 

With and without thumbnail and Multiple 
figures of 8, 15, and 28 figures

Cited reference mark assignment box
Click here and you can assign a cited reference mark (◎, ○, ×)
Applications to which ◎ is assigned are displayed as cited reference 
in the draft.

[Explanation of background color]
[Grey]: Applications that are not 

searched
[Pink]: Applications for which the 

name/address was changed 
after the storing of the cited file

[Pale yellow]: Search criteria [00] application
[Yellow]: Application concerned
[White]: Those that do not fall under 

any of the above

Where this Trademark is decided as 
cited trademark, input ◎

Pronunciation Search Result: Images Display
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Linked to the basic 
database inquiry



Basic Trademark Database Inquiry
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This window shows the necessary information for trademark examination. Examiner can confirm 
bibliographic data of the application, mark of the trademark, most recent examination status, designated 
goods and services and similar group codes, etc.

Designated 
goods and 
services

Trademark for display, sound, 
Vienna figure classification

Basic database modification

Search report inquiry

Printing of the inquiry 
window

similar group code



Figure classification
(Vienna Classification)

Contents of a 
classification

Similar group code of        
goods and services

Class(es)

Figure 
classification
Lists
(Vienna 
Classification)

Search System for Figurative Marks
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This is a window for search 
figurative trademarks.

Examiner searches 
identical or similar 
trademarks containing 
figurative elements with 
Vienna classification and 
similar group codes as the 
search keys.



【First search result】

【Second search result】

Number of hits is 
displayed for each 
figure category.

Number of hits of the 
search formula entered is 
displayed.

[Add search formula] by 
entering search formula

Search System for Figurative Marks
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Display format button (selected 
using▼)
Three types of 8, 15, and 28 figures

【15-figure display】

Search Result (Figurative Marks): 
15 Images and 8 Images
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Bookmark (*) assignment 
box

As the result of search by figurative marks, those applications are displayed as identical or similar trademarks.



Thank you


