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Key conceptual and policy questions 

 

WIPO’s activities: 

 

Normative 

 

Capacity-building 

 

Africa’s role and contributions 

 

Discussion 

 

 



Jargon  buster 

Genetic resources – GRs 

 

Traditional knowledge – TK 

 

Traditional cultural expressions –TCEs (a.k.a. 

“expressions of folklore”) 

 

WIPO Intergovernmental Committee on 

Intellectual Property and Genetic Resources, 

Traditional Knowledge and Folklore – IGC 

 

Indigenous peoples and local communities - 

IPLCs 



 

   Should “traditional” 

knowledge be 

“protected”? 



Traditional knowledge “as 
such” 

Contemporary 
adaptations/versions 

? 

Existing IP 

systems 





More effective use of 

existing IP system vs. 

new sui generis norms 

 

Legislative vs. practical 

options 

 

IP vs. non-IP options 

 

‘Positive’/‘Defensive’ 

 

National vs. 

international 

 



Objectives 
 

Prevent misappropriation 
and misuse  

and 

Promote innovation and 
creativity by indigenous 
and local communities 

Capacity-building  

Practical projects 

(sui generis + more effective 
use of existing IP systems) 

 

E.R. II. 2 

International 
norm-setting (IGC) 

(sui generis) 

 

E.R. I.1 

TK Division, WIPO 



WIPO Intergovernmental 

Committee on Intellectual Property 

and Genetic Resources, Traditional 

Knowledge and Folklore  



IGC mandate 2016-2017:  “. . . reaching an agreement on an 

international legal instrument(s), without prejudging the nature of 

outcome(s), relating to intellectual property which will ensure the 

balanced and effective protection of genetic resources (GRs), traditional 

knowledge (TK) and traditional cultural expressions (TCEs). . .” 

 



IGC 29 (GRs)  

Feb 2016 

Seminar  

May 2016 

IGC 30 (GRs)  

May-June 
2016 

IGC 31 (TK) 

Sept 2016 

Seminar  (TK) 

Nov 2016 

IGC 31 (TK) 
Nov-Dec 

2016 



Why does the IGC 

matter?  



 

For indigenous peoples and local communities : 

 

New collective rights 

 

Community entrepreneurship, rural development, SMEs 

 

For international IP policy development: 

 

A profound re-imagining of the IP system 

First developing country-led normative process of this 

breadth and complexity 

Squarely in line with Development Agenda 

 



What are some of the 

challenges?   



Substance 

 

 

Process  



How to define 
“traditional” 
knowledge 

Who 
should the 

rights 
holders be  

Which rights should 
vest in TK 

Which, if 
any, 

exceptions 
should 

apply to 
the rights  

Current text on TK 



 

   

 

How, if at all, to 

protect “publicly 

available” 

traditional 

knowledge 



 

Nature of TK 

 

Nature of rights 

 

 

 

 

Secret 

 

 

Closely 

held 

 

Publicly 

available 

 

Widely 

diffused 

Exclusive property rights 

 

Moral rights 

 

Unfair competition 

 

Compensation/ 

Benefit-sharing 

 

 



Seminar on IP and Genetic 

Resources:  

May 26 and 27, 2016 

IGC 30 (genetic resources):   

May 30 to June 3, 2016 

• Consolidated document 

• Outstanding/pending issues  

• Proposed recommendations 

• “Experiences”  web page 



Capacity-building 

Practical projects 

(sui generis + more effective use of existing IP 
systems) 

 

E.R. II. 2 

TK Division, WIPO 



 
 

 
Program 4 of WIPO Program and Budget:  Genetic 

resources, traditional knowledge, and traditional cultural 

expressions 
 

 
 

Facilitate 
 

Policy, strategy and legislative advice, upon request,   

regional and national 

 

Inter-agency coordination and cooperation 
 

 
 

Inform 

Workshops and seminars 

Website, including Indigenous Portal  

E-Updates and E-Newsletters 

Briefs, studies and other publications 

Briefings and presentations 

Databases of laws and other resources 

 

 

Train 

Practical Workshops for Indigenous Peoples  

Distance Learning Course 

TK Toolkit 

Creative Heritage Program 

Indigenous Fellowship 

Practical guides and guidelines 
 

What 

we do 
Subjects 







Africa’s role and contributions 

 

 



Source: AAAS TEK-PAD 

Questions and 

comments? 



Get WIPO’s TK Updates: email us 

at grtkf@wipo.int 

 

Access all resources: 

www.wipo.int/tk/en 

 

Wend Wendland 

wend.wendland@wipo.int 
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