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Plant breeding and plant variety protection:  in 
whose interest? 

(Photo: iStockphoto.com/monkeybusinessimages) 
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What we eat 
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WH…EAT 
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WHEAT 
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(Photo: iStockphoto.com/Grigorev_Vladimir) 

http://www.istockphoto.com/photo/african-
farmer-drives-a-tractor-with-a-trailer-
bodywork-58142576?st=ea07f2c 
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(Photo: iStockphoto.com/Moma7) 

http://www.istockphoto.com/photo/farmer-
touching-the-wheat-16061735?st=c5d3c11 
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Bernard Le Buanec,  
Second World Seed Conference (Rome, September 2009) 
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Lodging 

(Photo: BSPB) (Photo: iStockphoto.com/Ziva_K) 
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Lodging 
Height 
Earliness 

(Photo: iStockphoto.com/Ziva_K) (Video: iStockphoto.com/monkeySaddamStock) 
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Lodging 
Height 
Earliness 
Resistance to sprouting 
 
Mildew 
Yellow rust 
Brown rust 
Stem rust (e.g. Ug99) 
Septoria nodorum 
Septoria tritici 
Eyespot 
Fusarium ear blight 
Orange wheat blossom midge 
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Breadmaking quality 
Biscuit making quality 
Feed quality 
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(Illustration: iStockphoto.com/shellpreast) 
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(Illustration: iStockphoto.com/jahachey) (Photo: iStockphoto.com/julos) 
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(Video: iStockphoto.com/SaddamStock) 
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Bernard Le Buanec,  
Second World Seed Conference (Rome, September 2009) 
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UPOV MISSION STATEMENT 

“To provide and promote an effective 
system of plant variety protection, 
with the aim of encouraging the 
development of new varieties of 
plants, for the benefit of society”  
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UPOV MISSION STATEMENT 
“To provide and promote an effective 

system of plant variety protection 
(PVP), […]” 

 

    Plant Breeder’s Right (PBR) 
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Can breeders use a protected variety in their breeding 
programs? 
 
 
Under the “breeder’s exemption” in the UPOV 
Convention, the authorization of the breeder for the use 
of protected varieties for breeding purposes is not 
required. 
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THE BREEDER’S EXEMPTION:  Example 

Commercialization 

Protected 
Variety A 

Breeder 1 

Variety B 

Breeder 2 

Breeder 3 

Variety C 
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NEW VARIETIES 

BREEDERS 

CONSUMERS 

FARMERS,  
GROWERS 

IMPROVED 
VARIETIES 

INCOME 



24 

NEW VARIETIES 

BREEDERS 

CONSUMERS 

FARMERS,  
GROWERS 

IMPROVED 
VARIETIES 

INCOME 



25 

NEW VARIETIES 

BREEDERS 

CONSUMERS 

FARMERS,  
GROWERS 

IMPROVED 
VARIETIES 

INCOME 



26 
(Photo: iStockphoto.com/VladTeodor) (Photo: iStockphoto.com/luoman) 
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(Illustration: iStockphoto.com/Cory Thoman) (Photo: BSPB) 



28 

http://www.istockphoto.com/pho
to/africa-isolated-on-white-
9661889?st=379e836 

http://www.istockphoto.com/
photo/map-of-sierra-leone-
11859913?st=9e9934b 

(Photo: iStockphoto.com/scibak) (Photo: iStockphoto.com/Lightguard) 



Breeder Performance Test Trials 

 

(Photo: Dupont/Pioneer) 
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Variety development 

 

Final Evaluation 
 

Maintenance breeding, 
Basic seed production, 
PVR protection, 
Variety representation  in 
Switzerland, in Europe and 
worldwide 

Public funding (Agroscope) 
 

Private funding (DSP Ltd), source: Royalty fees from 
protected varieties 

Final Evaluation 
 

Task sharing and part of public and private funding of the Swiss wheat breeding program 

UPOV SEMINAR ON  
PLANT VARIETY PROTECTION AND 

TECHNOLOGY TRANSFER:   
THE BENEFITS OF PUBLIC-PRIVATE 

PARTNERSHIP 
Geneva, April 11 and 12, 2011 

Wilhem Wicki 

(Images/photos: DSP) 



Symposium on the Benefits of Plant Variety Protection for Farmers and Growers 

Vuyisile Phehane 
 
 
 
 

•Delivering high performance 
varieties to subsistence/small-
holder farmers  



The boundaries shown on this map do not imply the expression of any opinion whatsoever on the part of UPOV concerning the legal status of any country or territory 

Members of UPOV (74) 
Initiating States (15) and Organization (1) 
States (23) and Organization (1) in contact with the UPOV Office 
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Applications for Plant Breeders’ Rights 
>100,000 PBR titles in force 

>3,400 
genera/species 
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